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1) Okapi:

 The Okapi is an elusive herbivore that is found in a small pocket of tropical mountain
forest in central Africa.
 Despite it’s Deer-like appearance the Okapi is actually one of the last remaining
ancestors of the Giraffe, which is the tallest animal on Earth.
 Along with having a relatively long neck compared to it’s body size, the most striking
feature of the Okapi is the horizontal stripes that are particularly visible on their behinds
and give this animal an almost Zebra-like appearance.
 The Okapi is very shy and secretive, so much so in fact that they were not recognized as
a distinct species by western science until early 20th century.
 Although they are seldom seen by people, the Okapi is not an endangered species as
they are thought to be fairly common in their habitats.
 Like it’s distant and much larger ancestor, the Okapi has a long neck which not only
helps it to reach leaves that are higher up, but also provides the Okapi with a tool to
both defend itself and it’s territory.

 The body stripes of the Okapi provide the Okapi with excellent camouflage in the dense
jungle.
Ouick Look:


Scientific Name: Okapia Johnstoni



Common Name: Okapi



Other Name: Forest Zebra



Group: Mammal



Number of Species: 1



Location: Central Africa



Habitat: Dense Mountain Rainforest

2) Meet the Fantastic Caribou:

 Caribou, also called as reindeer are famously known for the great large-animal
migration.
 As summer approaches, Caribou herds head towards north.
 They may travel more than 965 kilometers along a well-trod annual routes.
 At the end of their journey, they spend the summer feeding on the abundant grasses
and plants.
 In these rich grounds, an adult caribou can eat 5 kg of food each day.
 During migration, herds of female caribou leave several weeks before the males, who
follow with yearling calves from the previous birthing season.
 Today, wild caribou have disappeared from many of their historical habitats, however,
domesticated ones are still found in northern Russia.
 Caribou have large hooves that are useful tools for life in the harsh north lands.
 They are big enough to support the animal’s bulk on snow and to paddle it efficiently
through the water.
 The color of the fur varies individually.
 They have specialized noses that increase the surface area within the nostrils, incoming
cold air is warmed by the animal’s body heat before entering the lungs.
Quick Look:


Average Size: Females: 162-205cm, males are larger



Average weight: 80-120 kg



Diet: Grass



Average life-span: 15 years



Habitat: Grasslands

3) Meet Sifaka Lemurs:

 These primates spend most of their time in the trees, but don’t get around in the same
way that other lemurs do.
 Sifakas remain upright, and they leap quickly from tree to tree by jumping with their
powerful hind legs.
 In this way, they clear distances of over 30 feet.
 They can also move quickly on the ground, which they do using a two-legged sideways
hop.
 They may have different colored limbs and bodies and often their heads are multicolored with patches of black, white, grey, or golden-colored fur.
 These vegetarian primates eat leaves, flowers, fruit, buds and tree bark – sifakas have
been known to eat about a hundred different plants.
 They forage during daylight hours and go to sleep before sunset.
 Sifakas live in small family groups of three to ten animals.

 The golden-crowned sifaka wasn’t photographed until 1982 and wasn’t known to be a
separate species until 1988.
 They are the smallest of the sifakas and among the most endangered.
 There may be fewer than 10,000 living in the wild.

Quick Look:


Average size: Head and body 18 inches: tail 18 inches



Average weight: 3.2 to 6 kg



Diet: Leaves, Flowers, Fruit and Tree bark



Average life span: upto 18 years



Habitat: Forests, Tree tops

4) Meet the Fossa:

 The Fossa is a medium-sized carnivore that is found exclusively on the island of
Madagascar.
 The Fossa belongs to the Malagasy Carnivores group which are thought to have
descended from Mongoose-like ancestors that arrived on Madagascar from Africa up to
24 million years ago.
 The Fossa is not only one of the most ancient of the eight species found on the island
but it is also the largest, meaning that the Fossa is Madagascar’s largest mammalian
predator.
 However, due to the cat-like appearance of the Fossa it was believed to be a primitive
species of feline until recently.
 Sadly like a number of the unique animal species found in Madagascar today though,
the Fossa is incredibly rare and is now considered to be endangered in its natural
habitat primarily due to habitat loss.
 The Fossa is the largest land predator on the island of Madagascar with some growing to
nearly two meters in length.

Quick Look:


Scientific Name: Cryptoprocta ferox



Common Name: Fossa



Group: Mammal



Number of Species: 1



Location: Madagascar



Habitat: Dense Tropical forest



Color: Red, Brown, Black



Skin Type: Fur

5) Tamarin, the golden lion:

 It is a small monkey native to the eastern rainforests of Brazil.
 The golden lion tamarin is today considered an endangered species as there are
estimated to be around 1,000 golden lion tamarins left in the wild.
 Golden lion tamarins are best known for their bright fur which (as the name suggests) is
golden and orange in color.
 The golden lion tamarin is one of the smallest primates in the world with the average
golden lion tamarin adult growing to just 20cm tall.
 The golden lion tamarin also has an incredibly long tail which is often longer than the
golden lion tamarin’s body.
 Despite the long length of the golden lion tamarin’s tail, it is not prehensile which means
that the golden lion tamarin cannot use its tail to grab onto trees and hold on.
 The golden lion tamarin leads and arboreal existence meaning that the golden lion
tamarin spends the majority of its life inhabiting and moving around in the trees.

 The golden lion tamarin has sharp nails that are almost claw-like in appearance which
helps the golden lion tamarin to move around in and climb the trees more easily.
 The paws and tail of the golden lion tamarin are often slightly black in color.
Quick Look:


Scientific Name: Leontopithecus Rosalia



Type: Mammal



Diet: Omnivore



Size: 20-33.5cm (8-13.2in)



Weight: 550-700g (19-25oz)



Top speed: 40km/h (24mph)



Life Span: 8-15 years



Lifestyle: Troop

